STAT 

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/29 : CIA-RDP90-00965R0001 001 501 27-8 


ARTICLE APPEARED 
OK PAG E 


THE WASHINGTON POST 
12 February 1982 


Report on Raid 
On POW Camp 
Ruffles Admiral 

The time comes when the public" 
has a right to know- the undisguised ,* 
truth about past military operations. 
So I recently reported that the cel- 
ebrated Son Tay raid, a 1970 com- 
mando assault on a North Vietnam- 
ese prisoner-of-war camp, was und- 
ertaken even though Pentagon brass 
knew the, American POWs had been 
evacuated. ■-) 

My account displeased retired ad- 
miral Thomas H. Moorer, former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs - , ol 
Staff, who had authorized the mis- 
adventure. He dispatched an accu- 
satory letter to editors, disputing my 

story. ' 1 ; 

As Moorer put it,, he had never 
“participated ima combat operation 
risking the lives of our personnel for 
reasons of domestic politics. This 
was not exactly what I had reported. 
I wrote that the Pentagon went 
ahead with the rescue despite the 
embarrassing absence ot anyone to 
rescue “to impress the North Viet- 
namese with their own vulnerabil- 
ity.’* ; ‘ ' , 

The North Vietnamese seemed 
duly impressed and treated Amer- 


ican POWs with greater care there- 
after. So all in all, considering that 
the only .injury was a sprained ankle 
to the troops on the raid, it was a 
reasonable success. True, no one was 
/ rescued, but about 100 of the enemy 
were killed without a loss on our 

: But Moorer is a distinguished old 
salt who does not like his secrets 
’ bared or his judgments questioned. I 
had accused him of “serious miscon- 
duct,” he grumped, on the word of 
some faceless source. The admiral ■ i 
flung down the gauntlet: Let me “ 
stand up-like a man and produce the 
source “if there is such an individ- 
ual.” ?i 

This is an old ploy, often used by 
those who are stung by my reports. 
As the admiral knows, there are two 
kinds of sources: authorized sources 
who provide the official' version of 
events and unauthorized sources 
who are willing to tell' the real story. 
The unauthorized version is almost 
always more accurate than the offi- ■ 
cial line. - * 

Rarely, a source will come m trom 
the shadows and risk official displea- 
sure. In this case, not one but three 
sources have stepped forward. (I 
never rely on a single informant.) 

One is retired general Donald D. 
Blackburn. Moorer knows “there is 
such' an individual,” because Black- 
burn was his special assistant for 
counterinsurgency. As the general 
1 . put it, he was the “chief planner” of 
• i .theraid, ■ ■ * • 


SakHflackburn: “We knew the/H 
[the POWs] had been moved, butrv^ 
didn’t want to give up the demon-* 
stration of power.” The ultimate puK 
pose of the raid, he said, was to show- 
the North Vietnamese how vuln^r-;, 
able they were* 

Two other sources who have also, 
agreed to be identified are Tom Ber,:« 
nard and Steven Ekovich. In t%- 
crucial months before the raid, they, 
were members of the Air Force; Sp** 
curity Services assigned to 
6990th Security Squadron at' Torft-j 
Okinawa. ~ f"j 

Their top-secret task was to mon- 
itor Hanoi’s communications, decode 
messages and analyze raw btenw 
gence. Their unit, having be&B 
alerted to the upcoming rescue rms-* 
sion, kept close watch on the Safe] 
Tay area. They discovered heavy. mid 
traffic around the POW camp artfS 
confirmed more than a dozen flight?'] 

., of Ilyushin 18 transport planes are; 
and out of an airstrip near the camp.1 
After piecing this information - to^l 
gether with material from othej*] 
clandestine sources, the 6990th senfj 
an urgent message on the ultra^d 
secret “DIRNSA” hotline to the Nj&j 
tional Security ■ Agency at Fdrt^l 
Meade, Md., for transmittal tty ther^/ ' 
Defense Secretary Melvin R Lairdi- d 
“The gist of the report, issued at$ 
least one week prior to the scheduled?’ 
raid, was that there were no more*} 
American POWs left at Son Tay MKJ 
be rescued” Bernard said, 
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